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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the differences in reading comprehension between
students who are taught reading by using Cooperative Integrated Reading and
Writing Techniques (CIRC) and those by means of Grammar Translation Method;
this study also aims to find out the studentsâ€Ÿ perceptions toward the CIRC
technique used in teaching reading comprehension for the third-semester
accounting students of SMKN 3, Lhokseumawe. This is an experimental study.
There were two classes selected as the research sample, namely the experimental
class and the control class. Each class consisted of 22 students and the total
number of samples was 44 students. The research data were obtained through tests 
(i.e. pre-test and post-test) and questionnaire. The data were analyzed using SPSS
17 to find the differences between the experimental class and the control class in
reading comprehension. The percentage formula was used to analyze students'
responses to the use of the CIRC technique in the experimental class. The results
show that the mean score of the experimental group in the post-test is 80.9091 or
higher than that of the control group (71.8182). The significance value of the
experimental and the control group in the post-test is 0.031 or lower than Î± = 0.05.
It can be concluded that H
a
 is accepted and H
 is rejected. Therefore, there is a
significant difference in reading comprehension between the students taught by
using the CIRC technique and those taught by means of Grammar Translation
Method. It can be concluded that teaching reading comprehension by using the
CIRC technique is more effective than by using Grammar Translation Method.
